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Scholars have long explained voting behavior with party identification or
personal attributes of candidates. While previous researches successfully
explain how the electorate chooses candidates on the basis of partisanship,
candidate evaluations, and policy issues, electoral accountability is not
addressed adequately. This article explores electoral accountability in the 2009
local elections of Taiwan. It is found that overall satisfaction with local
governments has an impact on voting choices between the incumbents and
challengers, controlling for last voting choices and partisanship. Assessment of
the president's performance is also influential on voting decisions. These

findings have important implications for local governance and public opinion.
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